
From: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: FW: Dakota Access Pipeline Pro Hac Vice cases
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 12:15:29 PM

Heather Keller
Deputy Clerk  |  North Dakota Supreme Court
600 E Boulevard Ave.  |  Judicial Wing, First Floor
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530
Phone: 701.328.4202

This email and any transmitted files attached are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to
which they are addressed, and may be confidential under the law. If you have received this email in error
please notify the originator of the message.

From: sheeleylawnd@gmail.com [mailto:sheeleylawnd@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 12:11 PM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office <SupClerkofCourt@ndcourts.gov>
Subject: Dakota Access Pipeline Pro Hac Vice cases

N.D. Supreme Court
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530

Re: Pro Hac Vice in Dakota Access Pipeline Cases

To whom it may concern:

I write to provide information related to the possible expiration/cancellation of the Supreme Court
Order allowing out of state attorneys to appear pro hac vice without the typical fee.  I understand
the presiding judge in the South Central judicial district has requested the Supreme Court lift that
Order.  While I take no position on the matter, I feel it prudent to provide some information to the
Court. 

I handled two pipeline protest cases.  Both were assigned by the indigent defense office in Valley
City.  Even though they were both relatively minor charges in terms of offense level, both were a
burden to my practice.  First, I had to provide a hard drive to Morton County in order to get
discovery.  That was an additional, unexpected cost for the state and required me to expend extra
time.  Second, there was a large amount of discovery to sift through.  Most of it was irrelevant to my
client’s case but I had to review it all nonetheless.  Third, it was nearly impossible to get into contact
with the State in this matter.  I reached out for potential resolution in the files but did not receive a
timely response.  I ended up trying the first case.  I had to travel to Bismarck, stay overnight, and try
the case.  That case was dismissed via N.D.R.Crim.P. 29 after the State’s case in chief.  They
apparently had cases in the preceding weeks where the exact same thing happened.  In the second
case, the State filed a motion to dismiss a couple days prior to trial.  I received the notice to dismiss
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the day after I had done my trial prep.  I include this information to illustrate the cost to taxpayers
for these indigent clients.  By removing the Court’s Order, I imagine the cost to North Dakotans will
only increase. 

I also had a pleasant experience dealing with out of state counsel.  There was one particular attorney
– Sam Saylor – who was quite helpful.  He had a database of evidence of police reports, videos, etc.
He helped me pinpoint the relevant evidence against my client during an email exchange.  In
addition, he was a wealth of knowledge towards what was going on with other, related cases.  While
I came into these cases skeptical – and maybe even a bit offended – at the fact out of state attorneys
were involved, I came away with a positive impression of the attorneys I dealt with during my cases.
The knowledge and expertise of the out of state attorneys assisted me in advocating for my clients.

Again, I have no personal stake in this matter and just write to relay my experience.  I personally
have no interest in taking additional pipeline cases.  I hope this helps the Court reach a
determination of whether to lift the waiver of pro hac vice fees in these cases. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for additional questions or concerns. 

Sincerely,

Charles J. Sheeley
SHEELEY LAW, P.C.

3332 4th Avenue South, Ste. 2B
Fargo, ND 58103

Phone: (701)356-4207
Fax: (701)356-4209
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From: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: FW: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 10:25:09 AM

Heather Keller
Deputy Clerk  |  North Dakota Supreme Court
600 E Boulevard Ave.  |  Judicial Wing, First Floor
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530
Phone: 701.328.4202

This email and any transmitted files attached are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which they
are addressed, and may be confidential under the law. If you have received this email in error please notify the
originator of the message.

-----Original Message-----
From: martheo@everyactioncustom.com [mailto:martheo@everyactioncustom.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 12:48 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office <SupClerkofCourt@ndcourts.gov>
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller,

As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more
than 150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future.

Representing indigenous people and their non-native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special
focus, expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out-of-state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these
cases have this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local
counsel.

This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses.

The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel
and to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as
indigent, indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely
oppose terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same.

Sincerely,
Sandra Arapoudis
   85133
martheo@otenet.gr
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From: karmen@everyactioncustom.com
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 4:22:26 PM

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller,

Please work for justice! As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against
the water protectors of Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a
petition to terminate relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program
would leave more than 150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future.

Representing indigenous people and their non-native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special
focus, expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out-of-state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these
cases have this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local
counsel.

This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses.

The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel
and to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as
indigent, indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely
oppose terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same.

Sincerely,
Karmen Coker
  Brooklyn, NY 11232
karmen@doppelganger.com.au
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Hulm, Petra

From: JMGONZALES4249@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Joy GOnzales 
<JMGONZALES4249@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 12:47 PM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller, 
 
As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of 
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate 
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more than 
150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future. 
 
Representing indigenous people and their non‐native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special focus, 
expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out‐of‐state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these cases have 
this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local counsel. 
 
This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new 
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United 
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is 
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses. 
 
The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel and 
to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as indigent, 
indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely oppose 
terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same. 
 
Sincerely, 
Joy GOnzales 
  Visalia, CA 93277 
JMGONZALES4249@GMAIL.COM 
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From: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: FW: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 10:24:22 AM

Heather Keller
Deputy Clerk  |  North Dakota Supreme Court
600 E Boulevard Ave.  |  Judicial Wing, First Floor
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530
Phone: 701.328.4202

This email and any transmitted files attached are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which they
are addressed, and may be confidential under the law. If you have received this email in error please notify the
originator of the message.

-----Original Message-----
From: e.guitton@everyactioncustom.com [mailto:e.guitton@everyactioncustom.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 9:32 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office <SupClerkofCourt@ndcourts.gov>
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller,

As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more
than 150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future.

Representing indigenous people and their non-native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special
focus, expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out-of-state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these
cases have this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local
counsel.

This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses.

The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel
and to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as
indigent, indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely
oppose terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same.

Sincerely,
Emilie GUITTON

 93100
e.guitton@netcourrier.com
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From: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: FW: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 10:24:48 AM

Heather Keller
Deputy Clerk  |  North Dakota Supreme Court
600 E Boulevard Ave.  |  Judicial Wing, First Floor
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530
Phone: 701.328.4202

This email and any transmitted files attached are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which they
are addressed, and may be confidential under the law. If you have received this email in error please notify the
originator of the message.

-----Original Message-----
From: allonesame@everyactioncustom.com [mailto:allonesame@everyactioncustom.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 7:54 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office <SupClerkofCourt@ndcourts.gov>
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller,

As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more
than 150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future.

Representing indigenous people and their non-native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special
focus, expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out-of-state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these
cases have this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local
counsel.

This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses.

The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel
and to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as
indigent, indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely
oppose terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same.
Thank you.

Sincerely,
Josephine Irvine
  Towson, MD 21286
allonesame@gmail.com
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From: cgjanzen@comcast.net
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
Subject: Pro Hac Vice is still needed!
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 1:29:54 AM

Dear ND Supreme Court:

I urge you to keep pro hac vice in place because with over 150 open cases without representation, the need for out-
of-state attorneys remains significant. Moreover, the Supreme Court’s current stipulation that pro hac vice attorneys
represent criminal defendants pro bono (without being paid) has already saved the State of North Dakota money that
would otherwise be needed to provide defendants with court-appointed representation.

It makes no monetary sense and it makes to legal sense to do away with pro hac vice.

Sincerely,
Gayle Janzen
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Hulm, Petra

From: justfortheirony@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Naima Karzouz 
<justfortheirony@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 3:29 PM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller, 
 
As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of 
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate 
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more than 
150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future. 
 
Representing indigenous people and their non‐native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special focus, 
expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out‐of‐state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these cases have 
this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local counsel. 
 
This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new 
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United 
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is 
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses. 
 
The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel and 
to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as indigent, 
indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely oppose 
terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same. 
 
Sincerely, 
Naima Karzouz 
  Indian Trail, NC 28079 
justfortheirony@yahoo.com 
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Hulm, Petra

From: majakatah@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of salem king 
<majakatah@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 12:14 PM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller, 
 
As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of 
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate 
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more than 
150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future. 
 
Representing indigenous people and their non‐native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special focus, 
expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out‐of‐state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these cases have 
this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local counsel. 
 
This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new 
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United 
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is 
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses. 
 
The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel and 
to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as indigent, 
indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely oppose 
terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same. 
 
Sincerely, 
salem king 
  Bethany, OK 73008 
majakatah@gmail.com 
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From: Eileen LaBarre
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
Subject: Defense of Water Protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 11:01:11 PM

     Why is it a problem for The Standing Rock Water Protectors to
continue to be represented by out-of-state lawyers? These lawyers understand the charges and the law.
     Certainly North Dakota would not deny the Water Protectors their rights.
Eileen LaBarre
5029 Sheboygan Ave.
Madison, Wisconsin 53705

Sent from my iPad
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From: Crystalreiki Vicki
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
Subject: 159 Water Protectors with open cases
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 2:18:25 AM

North Dakota doesn't have enough lawyers so letting lawyers from other states represent these people will give them
their right to a public trial. Otherwise it seems almost criminal by North Dakota that they can't have a lawyer in
court. 

Vicki Mangum
Spokane Valley, WA 99206
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From: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: FW: pro hac vice representation
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 12:15:36 PM

Heather Keller
Deputy Clerk  |  North Dakota Supreme Court
600 E Boulevard Ave.  |  Judicial Wing, First Floor
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530
Phone: 701.328.4202

This email and any transmitted files attached are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to
which they are addressed, and may be confidential under the law. If you have received this email in error
please notify the originator of the message.

From: Megan McShea [mailto:megan.mcshea@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 12:14 PM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office <SupClerkofCourt@ndcourts.gov>
Subject: pro hac vice representation

Dear Penny Miller, clerk of the Supreme Court of the state of North Dakota,

I understand the state supreme court is considering a petition by Judges in the South Central
Judicial District of North Dakota to revoke provision of services by attorneys from out-of-state
to represent Water Protectors with criminal charges from protest activities against the Dakota
Access Pipeline (DAPL).

With 150 cases still pending, and so much on the line for those charged, and so many of the
total cases already closed or dismissed without conviction, it seems clear that pro hac vice
representation is necessary to give those with pending cases fair access to the justice system. It
also seems clear that the petition to remove it is both mean spirited and discriminatory.

As an out of state citizen (Maryland) without a personal stake, I don't know how far my voice
will carry on this issue, but I write to assure you that the world is still watching North Dakota
and will remember the decision of the North Dakota supreme court.

Thank you for your consideration,
Megan McShea
Baltimore, MD
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From: fabiennenoble@everyactioncustom.com
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 4:22:27 PM

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller,

As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more
than 150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future.

Representing indigenous people and their non-native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special
focus, expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out-of-state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these
cases have this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local
counsel.

This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses.

The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel
and to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as
indigent, indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely
oppose terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same.

Sincerely,
fabienne NOble
  Irvine, CA 92617
fabiennenoble@gmail.com
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From: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: FW: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 10:25:01 AM

Heather Keller
Deputy Clerk  |  North Dakota Supreme Court
600 E Boulevard Ave.  |  Judicial Wing, First Floor
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530
Phone: 701.328.4202

This email and any transmitted files attached are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which they
are addressed, and may be confidential under the law. If you have received this email in error please notify the
originator of the message.

-----Original Message-----
From: olichaz@everyactioncustom.com [mailto:olichaz@everyactioncustom.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 9:14 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office <SupClerkofCourt@ndcourts.gov>
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller,

As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more
than 150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future.

Representing indigenous people and their non-native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special
focus, expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out-of-state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these
cases have this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local
counsel.

This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses.

The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel
and to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as
indigent, indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely
oppose terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same.

Sincerely,
chaszetta oliver
  Columbia, MD 21045
olichaz@gmail.com
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From: epadi11@everyactioncustom.com
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 4:22:26 PM

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller,

As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more
than 150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future.

Representing indigenous people and their non-native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special
focus, expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out-of-state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these
cases have this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local
counsel.

This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses.

The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel
and to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as
indigent, indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely
oppose terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same.

Sincerely,
evette padilla
  Berkeley, CA 94703
epadi11@gmail.com
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From: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: FW: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 10:25:15 AM

Heather Keller
Deputy Clerk  |  North Dakota Supreme Court
600 E Boulevard Ave.  |  Judicial Wing, First Floor
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530
Phone: 701.328.4202

This email and any transmitted files attached are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which they
are addressed, and may be confidential under the law. If you have received this email in error please notify the
originator of the message.

-----Original Message-----
From: shaktiwoven@everyactioncustom.com [mailto:shaktiwoven@everyactioncustom.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 1:59 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office <SupClerkofCourt@ndcourts.gov>
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller,

As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more
than 150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future.

Representing indigenous people and their non-native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special
focus, expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out-of-state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these
cases have this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local
counsel.

This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses.

The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel
and to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as
indigent, indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely
oppose terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same.

Sincerely,
Sharon PalmEr
  Petaluma, CA 94952
shaktiwoven@gmail.com
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From: Steph
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: Out of state attorneys to defend.
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 7:11:11 AM

To the Courts in North Dakota:

Please continue in your fair carriage of justice and allow out of state attorneys to represent Water Protectors who
protested at Standing Rock against the Dakota Access Pipeline. The presence and involvement of these attorneys is
evidence that our justice system has not been so critically damaged and can still provide fair representation. It is the
heart of what our Country's laws stand to protect.

Thank you,

Stephanie L. Staie
CA Lic. Marriage & Family Therapist
Grandmother and Mother
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From: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: FW: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 10:24:55 AM

Heather Keller
Deputy Clerk  |  North Dakota Supreme Court
600 E Boulevard Ave.  |  Judicial Wing, First Floor
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530
Phone: 701.328.4202

This email and any transmitted files attached are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which they
are addressed, and may be confidential under the law. If you have received this email in error please notify the
originator of the message.

-----Original Message-----
From: viceylenore@everyactioncustom.com [mailto:viceylenore@everyactioncustom.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 2:00 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office <SupClerkofCourt@ndcourts.gov>
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller,

As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more
than 150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future.

Representing indigenous people and their non-native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special
focus, expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out-of-state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these
cases have this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local
counsel.

This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses.

The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel
and to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as
indigent, indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely
oppose terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same.

Sincerely,
Lennora Valles
  Las Vegas, NV 89149
viceylenore@gmail.com
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From: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: FW: Pro hac program
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 11:02:55 AM

Heather Keller
Deputy Clerk  |  North Dakota Supreme Court
600 E Boulevard Ave.  |  Judicial Wing, First Floor
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530
Phone: 701.328.4202

This email and any transmitted files attached are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to
which they are addressed, and may be confidential under the law. If you have received this email in error
please notify the originator of the message.

From: samthevegan@gmail.com [mailto:samthevegan@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Sam Waldbaum
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 10:45 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office <SupClerkofCourt@ndcourts.gov>
Subject: Pro hac program

Please do not allow the pro hac vice program to be cut off. It was a good move for North
Dakota to allow it in January and there is no reason to end it now. The power if the courts
system lies in its reputation and faith of those served by it. Fairness should be of primary
concern and allowing defendants to use a lawyer that is best suited to the needs of their case,
whatever state they are from, is important. Limiting defendants to only the local lawyers
seems like a recipe for losing the publics trust that trials are indeed fair. 
Thank you.
Sam W.
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From: Connie Webber
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: Supporting Pro HAC Programs
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 12:18:15 PM

I support Water Protectors out of state Attorneys by Pro HAC Programs.

It is Vital Water Protectors have fair representation outside North Dakota.

The judges for South Central Judicial District of North Dakota has petitioned the Supreme
Court of North Dakota to revoke the Pro HAC Programs that allows out of state Attorneys to
represent Water Protectors. 

These actions would cause unfair representations to the Water Protectors.
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From: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: FW: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 10:24:42 AM

Heather Keller
Deputy Clerk  |  North Dakota Supreme Court
600 E Boulevard Ave.  |  Judicial Wing, First Floor
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530
Phone: 701.328.4202

This email and any transmitted files attached are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which they
are addressed, and may be confidential under the law. If you have received this email in error please notify the
originator of the message.

-----Original Message-----
From: kiwimin@everyactioncustom.com [mailto:kiwimin@everyactioncustom.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 6:45 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office <SupClerkofCourt@ndcourts.gov>
Subject: Please allow adequate counsel for water protectors

Dear Supreme Court Clerk Penny Miller,

As the State of North Dakota prepares to prosecute the remaining 350 criminal cases against the water protectors of
Standing Rock, I am aware judges in North Dakota’s South Central District have submitted a petition to terminate
relaxed rules for pro hac vice defense attorneys. This is unacceptable. The end of this program would leave more
than 150 water protectors without assigned counsel for the foreseeable future.

Representing indigenous people and their non-native supporters is a specialized area of law, and requires special
focus, expertise, cultural awareness, and practice. Out-of-state attorneys coming to North Dakota to work on these
cases have this experience, while it would be incredibly difficult and costly to source adequately skilled local
counsel.

This is new territory for Morton County. Mass arrests and the complex charging issues surrounding them are a new
burden on the courts and unlike anything local appointed counsel has previously seen. Like all citizens of the United
States, water protectors are constitutionally guaranteed the right to a fair trial, and a necessary element of that is
adequate counsel with the knowledge to properly execute their defenses.

The Supreme Court granted the initial petition in January 2017 to fundamentally ensure adequate access to counsel
and to be fair to defendants in these proceedings, most of whom could also face bias from the local community as
indigent, indigenous, and/or racial minority persons. These legitimate concerns must be respected. I absolutely
oppose terminating this program, and ask the court to do the same.

Sincerely,
Sage Williams
  Grants Pass, OR 97526
kiwimin@bmi.net
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From: Sacred Hearthfiretender
To: Miller, Penny
Subject: Out of State Legal Representation for Standing Rock Water Protectors
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 11:33:08 PM

Dear Ms. Miller,

The decision of the North Dakota Supreme Court to approve special rules for the use of out-
of-state attorneys for Water Protector defendants facing charges related to protests of the
DAPL pipeline was sound and fair. It is with concern that I read that the judges hearing those
cases have petitioned for those special rules to be terminated. Please accept this comment in
support of the special rules continuing, as the reasons for which they were established
continue to be valid. Thank you.
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